Continuous anaerobic phenol degradation using an adapted mixed culture.
A mixed culture derived from cow dung and sewage sludge and adapted to phenol was used for anaerobic phenol degradation. The phenol degradation rate depended on the period of adaptation of the mixed culture to phenol. In the continuous process, a higher degradation rate (2500 mg.1(-1) d(-1)) and better reactor stability was achieved with a granular activated-carbon-packed bed reactor than with a stirred tank reactor.